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STANDING COMMITTEES 
Appointment of Members 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Leader of the House) [4.01 pm]: I move � 

That for the present Parliament � 

(1) The Procedure and Privileges Committee consist of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and the 
members for Cockburn, Rockingham and Swan Hills. 

(2) The Public Accounts Committee consist of the members for Balcatta, Carine, Gosnells, 
Jandakot and Willagee. 

(3) The Community Development and Justice Standing Committee consist of the members for 
Armadale, Joondalup, Morley, Ocean Reef and Pilbara. 

(4) The Economics and Industry Standing Committee consist of the members for Cannington, 
Collie-Preston, Riverton, Scarborough and South Perth. 

(5) The Education and Health Standing Committee consist of the members for Albany, Alfred 
Cove, Fremantle, Geraldton and Southern River. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont � Leader of the Opposition) [4.02 pm]: Mr Speaker � 

The SPEAKER: Does the Leader of the House want an opportunity to speak? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Leader of the House! I do not know whether that is a promotion, or not! 

The SPEAKER: No, a Freudian slip�no, it�s not a Freudian slip. The Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Mr Speaker, I am pleased on behalf of the opposition to support the motion moved by the 
Leader of the House. When members examine the detail of the motion, they will see that it will result in the 
Public Accounts Committee having three opposition members and an opposition chair. It will result also in the 
Community Development and Justice Standing Committee having three opposition members and an opposition 
chair. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: �Including�, not �and�; you have three including. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Including. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You haven�t got four in there. 

Mr M. McGowan: Nice try. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: This is an unusual development, which results from the unusual circumstances in this house 
with the numbers as they are. Labor approached the member for Alfred Cove, the member for Kalgoorlie, the 
Leader of the National Party and the Leader of the House to secure this arrangement. We believe, as has been 
demonstrated by the Leader of the House�s motion, that we have that support for this arrangement. This will 
result in a significant advance in the accountability mechanisms able to be exercised by this Parliament. I think it 
was a royal commission that said that Parliament should be the centrepiece of our accountability system. It is 
difficult for Parliament to be the centrepiece of our accountability system when a government has the majority of 
members in all committees of the Parliament, and through party discipline and party loyalty can compromise the 
vigour that there might be in the exercise of committee responsibilities. 

What we are seeing here is an advance in accountability. I acknowledge that what we are doing is a precedent for 
future Parliaments. Labor goes into this arrangement knowing that it is a precedent, no matter what the numbers 
might be in a subsequent Parliament. I put that on the record and I hope that the Premier will also make a 
statement of a similar nature. Courtesy of the circumstances that we now face, this is an opportunity to advance 
the way in which Parliament exercises its accountability functions, and from our side of the house I am prepared 
to say that it is a precedent for the future, even though numbers might change. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe � Premier) [4.05 pm]: As members are aware, there have been some rather 
tense negotiations over the composition of these five committees, which are the basic standing committees of 
this house. I congratulate the Leader of the House and the opposition manager of business, and indeed the Leader 
of the Opposition, Independent members and others who have contributed to this debate. It is a significant 
moment in the evolution of this Parliament. It represents a different style not only of government but also of 
Parliament and the sharing more equitably not only of membership but also of chairmanship of these 
committees, which I believe will be seen in the long term as a positive step forward for Parliament. I urge new 
members who find themselves on committees to work hard at that task. Not only is membership of a committee a 
great learning experience, but also increasingly committees have become more important in the operation of this 
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Parliament and particularly of this house. Some of the best work of this Parliament in recent years has been 
through committees. I refer, for example, to the inquiry into the Esperance lead issue, for which members 
opposite agreed to appoint as chair a member from the then opposition�the now Minister for Health. Perhaps 
that was the start of a more balanced approach to committees in this Parliament.  

It is therefore a good step forward and, like the Leader of the Opposition, as far as I and members on this side of 
the house are concerned it represents a permanent change to the way in which this house will operate. No matter 
what the numbers will be in future Parliaments or which party will form government, there will be a sharing of 
committee positions and chairmanship on an equitable basis across the chamber. That is a desirable result. 
Although there were some pretty torrid negotiations, I thank members opposite, all members on this side of the 
house and Independent members for their suggestions and ultimately cooperation in bringing about this result.  

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt � Minister for Regional Development) [4.07 pm]: I also endorse the 
composition of the new committee structure. Without a doubt the Western Australian public reminded us in this 
chamber during the term of the previous government about the challenges that were presented to them for 
supporting us in good government. I hope that this almost bipartisan approach to the formation of committees is 
a step in the right direction at providing better governments. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Tripartisan even! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Tripartisan! I congratulate the Leader of the House, the leader of opposition business and the 
members for Kalgoorlie and Alfred Cove for the roles they played in making quite a substantial change to the 
way in which the parliamentary committee system will operate. On behalf of the National Party, we firmly 
believe that this will be a change for the better. 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Kalgoorlie) [4.08 pm]: I also congratulate those involved in these negotiations. One 
person whose name has not been mentioned is the member for Bassendean who first came to me with this 
proposal. I believe that his research and thoughts on this will lead to a new phase in Western Australian 
parliamentary leadership. I am particularly pleased that the Leader of the Opposition and the Premier have said 
that this will be the new format for parliamentary committees going forward. I believe it will lead to a better 
Parliament and a better administration for the parliamentary processes in Western Australia.  

Question put and passed. 
 


